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2019- 2021 
Focus on digital extension

The Urban Plant Health Network
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Background: Biosecurity Communities of Practice pilot 2019-
2021
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The Urban Plant Health Network – Aims and Intent

The Urban Plant Health Network is an online Community of Practice connecting urban and 
community gardeners in Melbourne with industry and government experts specialising in 
plant health and biosecurity.

Through the UPHN we encourage Melbourne gardeners to learn more about exotic pests 
and get involved in general surveillance of high priority exotic pests. 
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The Urban Plant Health Network – Digital extension tools
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The Urban Plant Health Network – The 6 target pests
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Brown Marmorated Stink Bug

Asian Citrus Psyllid

Glassy-winged Sharpshooter 

Red Imported Fire Ant

Exotic bees

Spotted Wing Drosophila



Face to face engagement 2020-2021 – 2 workshops
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Lockdown in Melbourne 2020-2021
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The Urban Plant Health Network – links to surveillance 
projects
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2022- 2025
Expanding face-to-face 
engagement

Melbourne International Flower and 
Garden Show

National Insect Expo 

Schools pilot project
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Expanding face-to-face engagement

Some of our learnings from the first few years of the UPHN were that:

• Children were a big part of our target audience

• We needed more face-to-face engagement events
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Expanding face-to-face engagement – working with primary 
schools
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Expanding face-to-face engagement – MIFGS 2022
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Expanding face-to-face engagement – MIFGS 2023
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Expanding face-to-face engagement – MIFGS - 2024
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Expanding face-to-face engagement – National Insect Expo
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Expanding face-to-face engagement
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Thank you!
If you’d like to get in touch, my email is:

jo.chongwah@agriculture.vic.gov.au
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