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National Priority Plant Pests (NPPPs)
NPPP criteria
1. be injurious to plants, plant products, 

bees or impact social amenity,
2. be exotic to Australia, or have limited 

distribution and be under official control,

3. have potential to cause significant 
negative impact on national economies, 
the environment and/or community, 

4. have potential to enter, establish and 
spread in Australia; and 

5. there must be a clear benefit from, or 
requirement for, nationally coordinated 
action or approach. 

Highlights key plant 
pest and disease 
threats

Guides action, 
collaboration and 
investment of public 
funds to address risks 
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2024 NPPP review- simple refresh criteria
1) entered the country since 2019 

and are now present in Australia 
not under official control or 
under an eradication program

2) no longer have a high-risk 
pathway to reach Australian 
borders 

3) review and update the 
taxonomy and/or common 
names.

4) NPPP/EEPL* overlap and assess 
suitability for continued 
inclusion

Remove those 
that no longer 
meet the NPPP 
criteria

*National Priority List of Exotic Environmental Pests, 
  Weeds and Diseases (EEPL)
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Preliminary 
assessment 

Final review & 
endorsement

Pathway 
Assessment

NominationsInitial review

• ~139 
species/strains 
across 42 
groups

• Cross 
referenced 
with the 
simple refresh 
criteria

DAFF PBPWG PBPWG DAFF PBPWG & PHC
• Considered the 

essential 
updates and 
provided 
advice

• Additions and 
removals

• Using the 
NPPP listing 
criteria

• Pathway 
assessment for 
proposed 
removals and 
additions

• Considered the 
final review 
outcomes and 
advice

• Agreed to 119 
pests and 
diseases across 
37 groups

Who did the review and how

Review approach

PHC

• Set the review 
process- 
technical 
review 

• Simple refresh 
criteria
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What's out? 

Cyst nematodes 
of cereals  
(group)

Lower risk
pathway

Wheat stem 
sawfly (group)

Hessian fly 
(group)

Fall 
armyworm

Present 
in 

Australia

Alignment 
with 

environment

Leafminers 
(group)

Exotic invasive 
ants (group)

Exotic drywood 
termites 
(group)

Exotic 
subterranean 
termites (group)
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What’s new?

Blood 
disease 
and moko 
disease 
of 
bananas 

Spotted 
lantern 
fly 
Lycorma 
delicatula

Yellow-
spotted 
stink bug 
Erthesina 
fullo
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Opportunities for Surveillance
The NPPP is not a surveillance 
prioritisation list but they can:
- Guide national action and investment to 

address these threats effectively
- Be used to highlight cross sectoral 

engagement to support industry 
collaboration

- leverage funding to solve surveillance R&D  
dilemmas

- Provide a focal point for discussions 
supporting national programs and 
engagement through SNPHS (and other PHC 
Subcommittees)
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OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

Further information
Plant pests and diseases 
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-
trade/pests-diseases-weeds/plant/national-
priority-plant-pests 

Outbreak | National pest & disease outbreaks
https://www.outbreak.gov.au

Email: plantpestpreparedness@aff.gov.au

Preparedness 
and Response, 
Plant Health 
Policy
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